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GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S KINGDOM

I am delighted to say that Greater Europe Mission (GEM) has had another strong year despite the obvious 
challenges in the world today. Both in terms of our ongoing fi nancial stability and in our desire to grow the 
impact of our mission in Europe. 

Inevitably, the ongoing pandemic created challenges with ever-changing rules, lockdowns, and travel 
restrictions. We were forced to cancel several signifi cant events. Planning and executing local ministry has been 
subject to constantly changing governmental restrictions. Though despite all of this, our resilient team still found 
ways to fulfi ll our mission and their calling in these challenging times. This has been essential because the hope 
of the Gospel and the transforming power of Jesus are needed today now more than ever. Our workers showed 
an unwavering commitment to our core priority in 2021.  To see believers discipled in such a way that they then in 
turn make disciples of Jesus.

I have also been encouraged to see the continued generosity of our prayer partners and donors. Their 
partnership in the Gospel, especially during uncertain times, has enabled a growing army of workers to continue 
to reach people in the most spiritually needy continent on the planet. 

I fi rmly believe that these last two years have created an environment for the Good News of God’s Kingdom to 
fl ourish in Europe. People are desperate for community.  They are wanting answers to life’s deeper question at a 
level we have not seen in many, many years. Now, because of this, they are willing to talk with anyone who might 
have answers.  We have that answer, and our missionaries are full of amazing stories about how they have been 
able to share it this past year.

I want to thank you for your commitment to GEM, our people and our cause. Without you hundreds would not 
have met Jesus last year, churches, who needed support, would not have been strengthened, and European 
believers would not have been equipped to make even more disciples in the year to come. We are very grateful 
for you. 

Yours with passion and belief,

Rev. J Burns BEM
President & CEO
Greater Europe Mission
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WHERE WE’RE SERVING



Fatima had only recently come to Christ, but when her church held 
an evangelism event, she decided to take part. On one level, she 
knew this would be a good opportunity to learn how to share her 
testimony. On another level, she felt nervous as she stood in the train 
station, handing out gospel tracts. If people just pass me by, she 
thought, that will be okay. I don’t really know what to say anyway.

When a petite, dark-skinned woman pushing a stroller came along, 
her eyes lit up when Fatima held out the gospel tract. 

“Is this about Jesus?”
she inquired enthusiastically. 
“Because if it is, I’m interested. 
My name is Melanie.”

Fatima’s mouth almost dropped open. Quickly she gathered 
her courage and began answering Melanie’s questions as best 
she could. It didn’t take long for the two to fi nd some things in 
common. Both had immigrated to France 
from French-speaking countries – Fatima 
from North Africa and Melanie from South 
America. Both enjoyed having impeccably 
manicured nails. And most signifi cantly, 
both had been searching for a relationship 
with God. GEM global worker Suzanne* had 
led Fatima to Christ.

Now it was time for Fatima to do her part in leading Melanie to 
Christ, whether or not she felt ready to do so.

I wish Suzanne would hurry and get back from America, thought 
Fatima as she fi elded Melanie’s relentless questions. As a new 
Christian, it had never been her intention to actually disciple anyone; 
she had only hoped to meet some women for Suzanne to disciple! 
But Suzanne was gone for the summer, and Fatima sensed there 
was no time to waste. She invited Melanie to church. Throughout 
the next weeks, Melanie bombarded Fatima with more questions 
about faith in Jesus. Fatima did her best to answer out of her own 
experience and her limited but growing knowledge of the Bible.

When Suzanne fi nally returned to France, she was overjoyed to 
meet Melanie. This second-generation disciple was ready to receive 
Jesus as her Savior and Suzanne had the privilege of witnessing 
her pray for salvation. Not long before, Fatima herself had come to 
Christ, and now she had passed on her faith to another! Suzanne 
enjoyed seeing the discipleship multiplication process playing out 
before her very eyes. 

                          The three young women began meeting together 
regularly to study the Bible. Suzanne 
chose a curriculum that she and Fatima 
had already completed—an overview of 
the Bible and its overarching message 
of salvation. It wouldn’t hurt Fatima to 
review it. It also meant Fatima could act 
as a co-leader, preparing her to step in as 
actual leader when the next person came 
along who needed to be discipled.

NEW BELIEF  IN FRANCE



It wasn’t always easy for Melanie, a mother of two, to fi nd the 
time to meet with Fatima and Suzanne. But she was eager to 
learn, so she did her best. Juggling her children and all their 
accoutrements—a daughter of fi ve, an energetic toddler son with a 
charming poof of curly black hair, a purse, stroller and diaper bag—
she seldom failed to show up. Thankfully, the father of her youngest 
child, with whom she lived and who was a Muslim, had no objection 
to his wife’s newfound faith.

Melanie saw her prayers answered when a hard-to-fi nd space 
became available for her son in a local daycare. Now she could go 
through training to work in retail to help support her family. She 
also shared with Fatima and Suzanne that she had been raised as a 
Jehovah’s Witness in French Guiana. “I never felt comfortable with it,” 
she confi ded.

“I knew there was something missing.”

Listening to Melanie share about her background, it became evident 
to Suzanne that the Holy Spirit had been preparing the young 
woman’s heart to meet Jesus for a long time.

Suzanne marveled at how he had brought these two young women 
into her life, giving her the privilege of stepping in during the last 
stages of their spiritual journey to Jesus.

Now that they had found the Lord, a whole new journey was 
beginning for them, as his followers.

As she watched Fatima take her fi rst, faltering steps at shepherding 
a new believer, Suzanne couldn’t help but think of how appropriate 
the French term “accompagner” was for this process. Among French 
Christians, the word connoted discipleship. Yet, its literal translation, 
“to accompany,” so much more eloquently described what was now 
taking place between herself, Fatima and Melanie.

To accompany someone means to meet them where they are, joining 
them for the journey, helping them along the way. Fatima had already 
journeyed quite some distance when Suzanne came along. God had 
led Suzanne to Fatima at just the right moment, when she needed to 
be accompanied. Now, God had led Fatima to Melanie, who had been 
on a journey of her own.

What a privilege, thought Suzanne, to be here in France to accompany 
both these women on their individual journeys with Jesus!

* Name changed for privacy purposes
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year 2021

INCOME $23,965,434

Contribution & Support

$23,289,445

Tuition & Fees

$77,175

Interest & Other

$328,814

Total

Total

Management

$4,164,601

Fund Raising

Resources for Future Ministry 

** Fundraising includes expenses of individual missionaries 
raising personal support:  $1,637,926 and expenses for 
fundraising for general operations $888,251

$2,526,177

Program Services

$16,048,977

98%

70.6%

0.3%

18%

1.34%

11%

EXPENSE $22,739,755

$955,679



WHY EUROPE

EUROPE IS UNREACHED

Almost every village, town and city across Europe contain less 
than 2% of committed followers of Jesus Christ. Every city is 
punctuated by stunning churches, but very few are home to 
thriving groups of Christians. Few people have been befriended 
by genuine disciples of Jesus.

EUROPE IS READY

It is time for Europe. The economic, political, and immigration 
turmoil across the continent has rocked the foundation of 
many indigenous Europeans. Many declare crisis, we proclaim 
opportunity. The Church in Europe is ready for a new discipleship 
movement. Old and New Europeans are ready to meet Jesus and 
his followers.

EUROPE IS CRITICAL

Europe is the intersection of world cultures. It has been the 
historically infl uential epicenter for learning, philosophy, art, 
architecture and religion for more than 2000 years. Now, with 
the ongoing refugee crisis, reaching Europe is critically strategic 
for world revival more than ever before.
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